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DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE AND TENANCY 
 
Domestic and family violence  
Domestic violence is where one person in a 
domestic relationship engages, threatens, 
attempts or gets another person to: 

• cause harm to the other person in the 
relationship; 

• intimidate or harass the other person; 
• stalk the other person; 
• financially abuse the other person; or  
• damage the property of the other person 

including by injuring or killing an animal. 
 
A domestic relationship includes people you 
ordinarily or regularly live or have lived with, for 
example housemates or former housemates. It 
also includes their family members. 
 
Domestic Violence Order  
A person experiencing domestic or family violence 
can apply to the Magistrates Court for a Domestic 
Violence Order (‘DVO’). A DVO is an order that 
protects you by restraining the behaviour of the 
defendant (the person being violent).  
 
Premises Access Order  
The court can make an order about the premises 
you live in. This is called a Premises Access Order. 
A Premises Access Order can make the defendant: 

• leave the premises you live in; or 
• not enter the premises you live in, or only 

enter in certain situations. 
 

Replacement tenancy agreement  
In some situations, the court can make an order 
ending a tenancy agreement. The court can also 
make an order creating a new tenancy agreement 
naming you or the defendant as the tenant. For 
example, if you and the defendant are named as 
the tenants on the tenancy agreement, you can 
ask the court to terminate the tenancy and create 
a new tenancy agreement naming you or the 
defendant as the sole tenant.  
 
For further information or advice, please contact 
your local Domestic Violence Legal Service.  
 
Security of premises and domestic violence 
Your landlord must take reasonable steps to 
provide and maintain locks and security devices to 
ensure the rented premises are reasonably 
secure. If the locks become faulty or damaged 
part way through the tenancy, this will be an 
emergency repair. See the DCLS ‘Repairs and 
maintenance’ factsheet for more information.  

Changing locks  
You are not able to change, remove, or add a lock 
or security device to the premises you rent unless 
you have a reasonable excuse or the landlord has 
given their permission. If you do change the locks 
without the permission of the landlord, you must 
give your landlord a key to the new lock or 
security device as soon as possible, but no later 
than 2 business days after changing the locks. 
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Premises left vacant  

If the premises you rent are going to be vacant for 
more than 30 days, for example because you have 
left to escape domestic or family violence, you 
need to tell your landlord. 

 
Responsibility for others under your tenancy 
agreement  
In most cases, you are responsible if a person at 
the rented premises with your permission does an 
act that breaches your tenancy agreement. 
However, you will not be responsible if the act is 
an act of domestic violence, the person who does 
the act is in a domestic relationship with you, and 
it is reasonable in the circumstances for you not 
be held responsible. 
 
For example, if you have invited a person to the 
premises that you are in a domestic relationship 
with, and they commit an act of domestic violence 
that damages the property, you will not be 
responsible for the damage if it is reasonable in 
the circumstances for you not to be held 
responsible.

Useful contacts 
Darwin Community Legal Service  
Phone: (08) 8982 1111  
Freecall: 1800 812 953  
 
Domestic Violence Legal Service  
Phone: (08) 8999 7977 
Email: info@dvls.nt.gov.au 
 
Northern Territory Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal  
Phone: (08) 8944 8720 
Email: AGD.ntcat@nt.gov.au  
 
Domestic and Personal Violence Protection Unit 
(Police) 
Phone: 131 444 
North Australian Aboriginal Family Violence Legal 
Service 
Phone: (08) 8923 8200  
Freecall: 1800 041 998 
 
Top End Women's Legal Service  
 Phone:  08 8982 3000 
Freecall: 1800 234 441 
 
Central Australian Aboriginal Family Violence 
Legal Unit 
Phone:  08 8953 6355 
 
Central Australian Women’s Legal Service  
Phone: (08) 8952 4055 
Freecall: 1800 684055 
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