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Message from Executive Director Caitlin Perry 
Thanks for taking a moment to read our latest newsletter.   

Community Legal Centres Australia wide are facing funding  
cuts from 1 July 2017.  If the cuts are not reversed, Darwin 
Community Legal Centre – along with other community legal 
centres in the Northern Territory – will have to reduce services.   
In particular, our capacity to provide in depth and on going 
assistance could be reduced.   

DCLS focuses on assisting people most in need – we especially 
help people who wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford or access 
legal assistance.  Funding cuts to community legal services will 
reduce access to justice in the Northern Territory. 

Please consider writing to Federal  
Attorney-General, Senator the  
Hon George Brandis QC and state  
your opposition to funding cuts to  
Darwin Community Legal Service.  

For more information click here. 

Our free legal advice drop in service has seen good 
turnouts at the Darwin, Casuarina and Palmerston 
sessions and we have a growing number of cases 
keeping everyone busy. 

Volunteers have supported Darwin Community Legal Service 
since 1990.  There are opportunities for lawyers, law students 
and non-lawyers.  Volunteering at DCLS provides students and 
non-practicing lawyers with excellent frontline experience and 
gives established and new practitioners a great opportunity to 
give back to the community.  

For more information click here or call 08 8982 1111. 

 

What’s new... 

We have three new staff 
members to welcome 
Katherine Shaw has joined  
our Tenancy Advice team,  
James Courtney has come  
on board to manage our new 
Communications and Outreach 
team and Nicki Petrou joins us  
as Principal Solicitor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicki Petrou 
Nicki first came to DCLS from 
Redfern Legal Centre in 2010 to 
develop a legal education  
package for people incarcerated 
in the NT.  Since then Nicki has 
worked for the Top End Women’s 
Legal Service as Managing 
Solicitor and the NT Government 
leading the Safety is Everyone's 
Right Domestic and Family 
Violence Reduction Strategy. 

http://www.communitylawaustralia.org.au/get-the-facts/
https://www.dcls.org.au/join-us/volunteering/
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Aged and Disability Advocacy (ADAS) 
Our Elder Abuse Information Line has been receiving a steady 
number of calls, mostly to do with financial and psychological 
abuse.   

Please promote the free call number amongst your  
networks – 1800 037 072  

The rollout of the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) has 
begun in East Arnhem.  Roper Gulf, Tiwi Islands, Victoria-Daly, 
West Arnhem and West Daly implementation is scheduled for 
July.  Eventually the NDIS will support an estimated 6500 people 
with a corresponding increase of advocacy work for ADAS. 

 
Rights On Show entry, by Rosemaree Ludlow, Spirit of place Boab Trees, 
Caranarvon National Park. 

The team recently visited Wurrumiyanga, Nhulunbuy and 
Katherine to meet partner agencies and clients.  Emerging issues 
are the effects of peoples changing circumstances and new 
diagnoses impacting upon established NDIS care plans and of 
people "falling in the cracks" between services and providers. 

We are excited to announce that we have received new funding 
to assist people with NDIS appeals processes and will soon be 
promoting this service. 

Since the closure of the Nhulunbuy office ADAS is working hard to 
maintain an active role in the East Arnhem region.  We attend the 
Remote Interagency Network meetings (coordinated by Anglicare) 
and make regular visits to aged and disability service providers. 

For more information about ADAS click here. 

 

Tenants’ Advice  
Service (TAS) 
TAS has returned to full staff 
capacity with the recruitment 
of our new Advocate, 
Katherine Shaw.   

As well as being busy helping 
tenants understand their 
rights,TAS is actively engaged 
with policy and law reform 
activities, recently lobbying 
the NT Department of the 
Attorney-General and Justice 
for legislative reforms to 
establish a bond board in the 
NT and to regulate tenancy 
listing databases. 

TAS continues to provide 
information and advice to 
tenants throughout the NT 
and provide community  
legal education to improve 
knowledge of tenancy rights. 

For more information  
click here. 

2017 Law Week 
15 – 21 May 

DCLS will once again be 
participating, stay tuned for 
details. 

 

	

Don’t forget... 

https://www.dcls.org.au/legal-and-advocacy-services/tenants-advice/
https://www.dcls.org.au/legal-and-advocacy-services/aged-and-disability-advocacy/
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Rights on Show Award  
Dennis Bezzant 
.............................................. 

Human Rights Award  
Marianne Foster 
.............................................. 

Ian Tranthem Award  
Darwin Middle School 
.............................................. 

Secondary School Award 
Afroditi Kapsalis 
.............................................. 

Primary School Award  
Anula Primary School 
.............................................. 

Judges Commendation  
Jane Anderson 
.............................................. 

Judges Commendation  
Janelle Fisher 
.............................................. 

Highly Commended  
Polly Johnstone 
.............................................. 

Highly Commended  
Debra Kroon 
.............................................. 

People's Choice Award  
Becky Hedland - Thomas 

RIGHTS ON SHOW 2016  

'Happiness: people, passion, purpose, place' 

 
ROS 2016, Human Rights Award winner, Marianne Foster, Happiness With Peace. 

Our 22nd annual Rights On 
Show art exhibition was a 
huge success. Thanks to 
Larrakia elder Gary Lang 
for the welcome to country, 
Master of Ceremonies Ben 
O'Loughlin of William 
Forster Chambers and 
local comedian Amy 
Hetherington for her 
entertaining and thought 
provoking speech. 

Planning for the 2017 show 
has already begun as we 
carry on our tradition of 
showcasing human rights 
through artistic expression.  
 

Rights On Show 2016 entries, 
Middle: David Nicholls,Turtle 
Magic. Bottom: Jasmin Lad,  
A love Story. 

Award Winners 
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DCLS services 
We provide free legal assistance to people in and around Darwin 
and the top of the Northern Territory.  

Our Tenants’ Advice Service assists tenants anywhere in the  
NT and our Aged & Disability Advocacy Services assists people 
across the Top End. 

We provide referrals, information and advice as widely as 
possible, and our on-going assistance is targeted to people  
who are disadvantaged or vulnerable. 

We provide assistance across a broad range of non-criminal 
matters and specialise in the following areas of law: 

• Tenants’ Rights 

• Welfare rights 

• Discrimination 

• Disability Discrimination 

• Homelessness 

• Credit and Debt 

• Employment 

• LGBTQI 

 
People seeking legal advice can call DCLS to make an 
appointment during office hours.   Anyone can attend one of  
our free after-hours legal advice sessions (see left for details) 
without an appointment (first in first served).  If we can’t assist  
for any reason, we’ll provide useful referral information. 

We can provide one off family law advice for people participating 
in the Family Relationships Centre (FRC) Family Mediation 
process – please note, referrals to this service can only by  
made by the FRC. 

Our Aged and Disability Advocacy Service provides information 
and advocacy assistance to people with disabilities and their 
representatives and to older people in receipt of Commonwealth 
assistance. 

Community Legal Education 
DCLS provides community legal education (CLE) on a broad 
range of civil law topics – to learn more phone 8982 1111  
or click here. 

Free Legal  
Advice Sessions 
DCLS’s free after hours 
advice clinics are an easy  
way to check your rights.  
 
Free legal advice on most 
non-criminal matters is 
available on a first in, first 
served basis. If we are not 
able to assist due to conflict  
of interest or lack of 
resources, we will refer you 
elsewhere. For more 
information click here. 

Drop-in sessions 
Palmerston Library 
Mondays 6 – 7pm 

DCLS Office  
Level 2 Winlow House 
75 Woods St, Darwin 
Thursdays 5.30 – 7pm 

Casuarina Library  
Saturday 10 – 11.45am 

If you’re interested in  
becoming a DCLS volunteer 
contact us on 8982 1111 

For more information  
about DCLS 

Website 

Annual Reports  

Strategic Plan 

Fact Sheets  

 

 

Don’t forget… 

https://www.dcls.org.au/legal-and-advocacy-services/free-legal-advice/
https://www.dcls.org.au/
https://www.dcls.org.au/about-us/annual-reports/
https://www.dcls.org.au/about-us/objectives/
https://www.dcls.org.au/events-and-publications/fact-sheets/
https://www.dcls.org.au/legal-and-advocacy-services/community-legal-education/



